MOSCOW   IN   THE   MAKING
life was exceedingly small. It was a touching example of the
tremendous keenness of the parents to give their children
the best chance of a good education.
Most of the tenants seemed to be fairly well off, and some
of the rooms were so overcrowded with furniture that there
was hardly room to move in them. They were clean and
well kept.
POST-REVOLUTION HOUSES
The new houses are quite different; they consist invariably
of large blocks of flats generally five or six stories high.
Balconies are very rare, lifts almost non-existent. There are
stone staircases of easy gradient, with flats opening off on
both sides; rarely any corridors. The Mossoviet took us
officially to see a housing unit of this sort consisting of
thirteen tenement blocks built by them in 1928. That was
a bad period for the building industry. They were built of
red brick, quite roughly finished, with the intention that
they should be plastered; owing to the excessive pressure of
work this had never been done. The thirteen blocks were
rectangular in shape, as simple as possible, with no effort at
architectural design. The spaces between them were rough
gardens divided between broad, sandy and dusty paths,
used as playgrounds by the children, and areas of grass, un-
cut and pretty weedy. The whole effect, both of the houses
and gardens, was drab and dreary to a degree. There
was a small creche, and in one of the basements a wash-
house with no facilities for drying. The gardens were full
of washing at the time of our visit.
While the houses are generally built by the Mossoviet, or
alternatively by some other government department such
as a commissariat, an industry, a factory, or the Red army,
there is also another method of building: by a group of
people who join together to build houses for themselves,
a so-called Owners' Co-operative House.
I visited one of these owners* co-operatives; seven blocks
of houses built in 1928, housing about 4,000 persons. The
tenement blocks and the flats were very similar to those
bwlt by the Mossoviet. The gardens were equally untidy,
the communal services on about the same standard.
As regards the flats themselves in the new housing units,
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